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Abstract

Pronunciation is a very important field of linguistics for foreign
learners of any language. Until recently, there seemed to be very
little research effort devoted to the study of the pronunciation of
proper names. Perhaps, one reason is that learners of a foreign
language believe that the pronunciation of proper names is not
important. Language, basically, is a means of oral communication.
Therefore, pronunciation is very important because an acceptable
level of phonetic accuracy is required so as to generate intelligible

oral communication.



It is commonly recognized that most learners of a foreign
language do not achieve perfect native pronunciation in the target
language. The possible error sources may be attributed to
interference errors caused by the influence of the learner's native

language in his/her oral production of the target language.

The major purpose of this study is to determine the difficulty of
pronouncing the English proper names the learners of English study
in the different courses during the period they spend in the
university. The study also aims at analyzing the errors of the
learners in the pronunciation of English proper names, most
specifically to identify their mispronunciations both in segmental
and suprasegmental features. As a result, the researcher will reveal
the reasons behind university students' incorrect pronunciation of
the English proper names. Moreover, this study will give hints to
English language teachers to focus on the pronunciation of English

proper names, especially those who teach literary courses.

It is believed that Jordanian university students face some
difficulties in pronouncing some words correctly, i.e. English proper
names. There seemed to be very little research effort dedicated to
study the pronunciation of English proper names. It is necessary that
not only language learners should master the pronunciation of the
target language, but also its phonology. It is commonly known that
most learners of a foreign language do not achieve perfect native

pronunciation in the target language for it is possible that errors of




pronunciation may considerably vary.

Seeking data regarding proper names pronunciation by advanced
learners of English as a foreign language is important to the study if
the teachers of pronunciation are to discover ways of improving the
learners' pronunciation. Moreover, the learners themselves can make
use of this study if they avoid making the common mistakes of

pronunciation of proper names.

The data will be gathered and analyzed in order to determine the
extent of common problems the learners of English as a foreign
language have in pronouncing the proper names and to provide new

insights into pronunciation problems.

The present study will look for the following hypotheses:

1. There will be some common errors in pronouncing the proper
names by all the subjects of study.

2. There will be certain mistakes made by a certain number of the
subjects.

3. There will be difficult proper names, as well as easy ones, to be

pronounced by the subjects.

In addition to the aforestated hypotheses, the following queries
will be raised:

1. Are there significant differences between males and females in



pronouncing English proper names?

2. Are there significant differences between males and females in
pronouncing English place names?

3. Are there significant differences between males and females in
pronouncing English personal names?

4. Are there significant differences between the students of the
government university and those of the private university in
pronouncing English proper names?

5. Are there significant differences between the students of the
government university and those of the private university in
pronouncing English place names?

6. Are there significant differences between the students of the
government university and those of the private university in

pronouncing English personal names?

It is a fact that mastering pronunciation of the target language
is very hard to achieve as it involves the ability to recognize and
produce the distinctive sound differences in the language. The actual
production of the sound system of a language contains not only the
individual sounds of consonants and vowels, but also the prosodic

features which are in use within the sound system of that language.

This study will be limited in scope, that is, it will investigate the
pronunciation of English proper names by Jordanian advanced
learners of English as a foreign language. The researcher will choose

randomly a number of students, as his subjects. More specifically,



the subjects of this study will be male and female students who are
about to graduate from two Jordanian universities; a government

university and a private university.

The total number of the subjects will be 40 from both
universities, 20 from each university. The subjects will be given a list
of some common English proper names and asked to pronounce

them. Their pronunciations will be simultaneously tape-recorded.

This study will consist of four chapters. Chapter one will explain
the nature of English speech sounds, and chapter two will discuss
the origin and the different types of English nouns. Chapter three
will present the method that will be employed in the study; whereas
chapter four will discuss the findings of the study, as well as the
discussion, conclusions and recommendations. The appendices and
references will be added at the end. And, finally an Arabic version of

the main points of the thesis will also be given.
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